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ACT NOW: To stop the proposed coal-fired Big Sone |l power plant from
polluting our region and crushing renewable energy opportunities.

Contact your local energy utility representative and city council members and ask them to
divest your community from buying into this dirty energy Big Stone Il plan.

On September 12 your local utility power company Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (SMMPA) must
decide whether to get out or stay in as investors in the ill conceived Big Stone Il. They need to hear fromyou why
they should divest fromthis project and lead the way in developing more renewable sources of energy.

We are at a fork in the road when it comes to deciding how public energy dallars will be spent. Wil they be used
to benefit farm families, the land, the water and the communities of Minnesota or will they be invested in global
warming producing, surface water depleting dirty coal plants in South Dakota?

Throughout the nation, renewable energy partnerships between clean energy leaders, investors, and state and city
governments are being formed. More and more people are starting to recognize that widespread and diverse
renewable energy projects can boost rural economies while creating a more sustainable environment in which to
live and farm

Having realized the importance of this issue, the Minnesota Legislature has passed a variety of bills over the past
year including the Renewable Energy Standard, the Energy Efficiency Standard, the Global Warming Mitigation
Act and the Next Generation Energy Act to support renewable energy.

In spite of this legislation, several Minnesota utilities currently plan on investing in a large-scale coal-fired power
plant on the Minnesota and South Dakota border which will send pollutants into Minnesota's air, soll, and water
while sending our ratepayer® money out of state.

Local Municipal Power companies have an opportunity to invest in locally produced
renewable energy ©so why are they investing in dirty coal from South Dakota?

Background

Otter Tail Power Inc. along with six other utilities is proposing to construct Big Stone Il (BSII), a 630 mega-watt
coal-fired power plant which will lie adjacent to the existing Big Stone | power plant located outside of Milbank, SD.
If accepted, construction of the plant will begin in 2008 and cost an estimated $1.6 hillion. BSII will annually emit
an estimated 4.7 million metric tons of CO2, a major contributor to global warming, as well as significant amounts
of sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, particulate matter and mercury which will negatively affect the health of
Minnesotans living down wind and down river fromthe plant. Furthermore, the plant will annually draw 3.2 hillion
gallons of water from Big Stone Lake (the headwaters of the MN River) and another 3.2 hillion gallons of ground
water creating the potential to significantly affect water resources for towns and farms throughout the Minnesota
River watershed.



The Role of Southern Minnesota Power in this issue

The Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (SMVIPA) serves your community and is one of seven electric
utilities currently investing in BSII. Serving 18 Minnesota communities primarily in the south central region of the
state, SMMPA has tentatively agreed to take on a 7.8% share in the BS Il project. SMMPA has until September
12th 2007 to back out of this agreement Botherwise they are locked in to paying their share to help get the new
$1.6 billion BSI plant up and running. By agreeing to help fund the construction of BSII, SMMPA is locking its
customers into buying more global warming producing coal fired electricity for decades to come. If and when
carbon taxes are placed on electrical coal generation by the state and federal government, SMVPAS customers
will be on the hook to pay for them

Furthermore, by investing in BSII, SMIMPA is diverting scarce capital away from the opportunity to invest in clean,
community-based renewable energy projects in the region. Continuing to rely on energy monopolies like BSII to
generate our electricity creates dependencies that limit opportunities for rural communities to generate self-
sufficiency and environmentally sustainable energy.

Although SMMPA is considering an investment in BSII, they currently generate energy fromtwo wind energy
projects and express interest in expanding their renewable energy enterprise. We want to encourage SMMPA to
keep moving in this direction.

September 12, SMMPA will decide whether to get out or stay in as investors in the ill conceived
Big Store Il plant.

Contact the SMMPA Board representative nearest to you (enclosed) and ask them to pull their
investment in BSII. Also contact your local city government. As a member of SMMPA Byour
local city council members, mayors and city managers all have a say in this issue and we need
them to act and contact the SMIMIPA Board member who represents your city.

Basic message:

As aratepayer (or constituent for your city) 1&h asking you to pull out and not invest in Big Stone
ll. Thisis bad project that will pollute region and lock us into dirty energy instead of clean
renewable energy. Lats of smaller projects generating renewable energy in our region will
provide us with greater energy security, more economic opportunity and cleaner air and water .
Oter regions of the country and other countries in the world are making the transition anay from
@entral station coal fired electric powerQike Big Stone |l to renewable and community based
Q@istributed generation.Olt is time for Southern Minnesota to get on board and for SMMPA to lead

the way.

Your phone call.
Your e-mail.
Your hand written letter or one-on-one conversation
could make a difference with the people listed on the next page.

For more information, visit: vwwyv.beyondbigstone Il.com or contact
Clean Up The River Environment toll free at 1-877 269-2873




SMMPA Board of Directors

New Prague

Dennis Seurer, New Prague Utilities Comnission
Telephone: 952-758-1134

E-mal: dseurer@xi.new-prague.mnus

Address: 118 Central Ave. New Prague, MN 56071

Blooming Prairie

Richard Kittelson, Blooming Prairie Public Utilities
Telephone; 507-583-6683

E-mal: rdkbppu@smig.net

Address: PO Box 55, Blooming Prairie, MN 55917

Owatonna

Stephen Shurts, Owatonna Public Utilities
Telephone: 507-446-5402

Address: PO Box 800, Owatonna, MN 55060

Fairmont

Thomas Koeritz, Fairmant Utilities Commasion
Telephone; 507-238-9461 x2237

E-mail: tkoeritz@fairmant.org

Address: PO Box 751,Fairmant, MN56031-0751

Austin

Patrick Lunn, Austin Utilities

Telephone: 507-434-4453

Address: 400 4th St. NE, Austin, MN 55912

Rochester
Larry Koshire, Rochester Public Utilities
Telephone: 507-280-1601

E-mal: lkoshire@rpu.org
Address: 4000 E. River Road NE, Rochester, MN 55906

St. Peter

Lewis Giesking, St. Peter Municipal Utilities

Phone: 507-934-0771

E-mal: lewisg@stpetermngov

Address: 405 W. Julien St. St. Peter, MN 56082-1874

Company Headquarters

David Geschwind, Chief Operating Officer
Telephone: (507) 292-6404

E-mail: dp.geschwind@smmja.org

SMMPA Member Communities

Community City Administrator Phone e-mail address
Austin, MN Jim Hurm (507) 437-9940 | jhurm@ci.austin.mn.us
Blooming Prairie, MN Michael Jones (507) 583-7573
Fairmont, MN Jim Zarling (507) 238-9461 | jzarling@fairmont.org

Grand Marais, MN

Evelyn Larson, Mayor

(218) 387-1848

Lake City, MN

Ron Johnson

(651) 345-5383 | rjohnson@ci.lake-city.mn.us

Litchfield, MN

Bruce Miller

(320) 693-7201

Mora, MN

Joel Dhein

(320) 679-1511 | Joel.dhein@cityofmora.com

New Prague, MN

Jerry Bohnsack

(952) 758-4011 | jbohnsack@ci.new-prague.mn.us

North Branch, MN

Bridgitte Konrad

(507) 277-5229 | bridgittek@ci.north-branch.mn.us

Owatonna, MN

Greg Sparks

(507) 444-4301 | gregs@ci.owatonna.mn.us

Preston, MN

Joe Hoffman

(507) 765-2153 | jhoffman@prestonmn.org

Princeton, MN

Mark Karnowski

(763) 389-2040 | mark@princetonmn.org

Redwood Falls, MN

Keith Muetzel

(507) 637-5755 | kmuetzel@ci.redwood-falls.mn.us

Rochester, MN

Stevan Kvenvold

(507) 328-2000 | skvenvold@ci.rochester.mn.us

St. Peter, Mn

Todd Prafke

(507) 934-0663 | barbaral@saintpetermn.gov

Spring Valley, MN Deb Zimmer (507) 346-7367 | springvalleyadmin@mchsi.com
Waseca, MN Kris Busse (507) 835-9740 | krisb@ci.waseca.mn.us
Wells, MN Ronda Allis (507) 553-6371 | wellsadm@bevcomm.net

For more information, visit: www.beyondbigstone Il.com




